Readme for Pacific Mail ledger data

I have made the underlying data for “Detention at Angel Island” available as an Excel spreadsheet.  Appendix A describes the original Pacific Mail ledgers (volumes 429 and 430 in the PMSS collection at the Huntington Museum and Library).  I entered all the data in those ledgers except the passengers’ names.  Appendix B describes the column headers in the Excel spreadsheet and gives a brief description of each variable.

APPENDIX A:  Layout of Actual Ledger Pages
A preprinted header in the Pacific Mail ledgers allowed the company’s clerk to enter the Ship’s Name, the number of voyages that the ship had made, the Date of Arrival, and the arrival identification number assigned to that ship for that sailing (referred to here as the VoyageID).  The following are column headings in the ledgers:

Page (captures the page number in the ledger)

Ticket Number (assigned by the steamship company)

List No.:  the page of that particular voyages passenger manifest where that persons name can be found.

Number: the line on the above page for that person’s name

Hospital:

Date Entered

Date Discharged

Amount Paid

Voucher

Number

Date

Board

Date From

Date To

Amount Paid

Voucher

Number

Date

Landed:  date

Appeal:  date


APPENDIX B:  Variables/column headers in Excel spreadsheet
id:  numbesr run from 1 to 29,344, representing the entire database in the order in which the data were entered.
page:  the page on the ledger volume where the data were found
vol:  Either volume 429 or 430, their place in the Pacific Mail collection at the Huntington Library.
voyageid:  a unique number assigned to each ship-arrival for the ship manifest
list:  the page on the ship manifest for that person
number:  the line on the page of the ship manifest where the person is found
[together, Voyageid/list-number constitute the casefile number—ED]

Class:  whether the passenger traveled in First Cabin (1), Second Cabin (2), or “Asiatic Steerage” (3).

origin:  country or “race” of origin.  For a number of trans-Pacific sailings there were notations in the ledger, but in many cases I inferred this, rather than merely using what the ledger actually did or did not show.
status:  generally indicates which exempt category the person fell under.
remarks:  miscellaneous remarks, usually indicated Deported or In Transit.
ship:  name of the ship
shiptrip:  indicates the number of trips that this particular ship has made into San Francisco
arrivald:  data of arrival
Pacific (1) or Central America (0):  whether this was a transpacific trip or a trip originating in Central America
hospdays:  the number of days spent at the AIIS hospital (rather than the Quarantine Station run by the PHS on the other side of Angel Island)
hospcost:  PMSS noted a charge of $1.25 per day for passengers sent to the AIIS hospital.  The charge seems to have been independent of the cost of treatment, as most people were charged the same per day cost
boardays:  the ledger notes date of Arrival and date of Departure.  We simply entered the total.  Some totals actually reflect several stays at the detention center; in some cases it can be seen that the passenger was sent to the hospital on AI, but in other instances the gaps are unexplained.  Zero days was interpreted to mean landed on arrival/directly from the ship..
boardcst:  for each stay, the PMSS ledger lists the amount it was charged by the government.  The basic charge was $.24 per day, though apparently the AIIS calculated this based on the number of meals taken.  So it seems that staying for an extra evening meal could have cost an additional $.12 or so.
ttldays:  total days (hospital days + board days)
ttlcost:  total cost (hospital cost plus board cost)
the number of days spent at the AIIS hospital (rather than the Quarantine Station run by the PHS on the other side of Angel Island)
